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THE SHADOW GIRLS BY
HENNING MANKELL,
(HARVILL SECKER,
£17.99)

A STRUGGLING writer named
Jesper Humlin has a chance
encounter with an African
refugee named Tea-Bag.

She, along with two other
refugees - Tania, who has
escaped human trafficking,
and Leyla, from Iran - provide
Jesper with the fresh
perspective he desperately
needs, but the girls also have
their own agenda.

As we are drawn into the
shadow world of immigrant
life in Sweden, Mankell’s
blend of comedy and moving
drama provides a voice for
those who lose theirs on their
journey from oppression to
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FROM MTV TO MECCA
BY KRISTIANE BACKER
(RRCADIR, £8.99)

FROM MTV to Meccaisa
thought-provoking memoir
written by former MTV.
presenter Kristiane Backer.
Against the backdrop of the
party scene of celebrity
London in the 1990s, Backer
tells her story of becoming a
Muslim. She is introduced to
Islam during a trip to
Pakistan, led by the famous
cricketer Imran Khan.
Through him and the
associates she meets during
her physical and spiritual
travels, Backer is increasingly
drawn to a way of life in
which total submission to a
higher being is the only way
to achieve true happiness.
Ultimately, Backer converts

THE FIIRTHER TALE 0F
PETER RABBIT BY EMMA
THOMPSON,
(FREDERICK WARNE,

| £12.99)

IT'S a brave move to bring
backa well-loved children’s
characterand an even braver
one to pick up where Beatrix
Potter left off, but actress
Emma Thompson succeeds
with The Further Tale Of
Peter Rabbit.

The young Peter is moping
(his ears are delightfully
drooping in the beautiful
illustration by Eleanor Taylor)
and tells Benjamin Bunny he
needs a change of scene.
After falling asleep ina
picnic basket, which is
carried off on a cart, he finds
himselfin Scotland and in
the company of vegetable-
tossing Finlay McBurney.

Marikell

The Shadow Cirls

imagined freedom; freedom
which is often transient and
blighted with prejudice and
racism. For those who enjoy
the security of definitively
formed fiction, The Shadow
Girls may not appeal as it
feels like reading two novels

at once.
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to Islam, and undertakes one
of the religion’s defining
practices — pilgrimage to
Mecca. She encounters
prejudice and ostracism, but
the honesty that she imparts
is refreshing. Backer,
therefore, manages to
produce a sincere account of
the experiences of a Muslim
convert today.
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Peter bizarrely ends up
challenging Finlay to a spot
of radish hurling, but all’s
well that ends well. 2
Potter would surely have
approved of Thompson’s | |
humorous tale, inspired bya |
summer in Scotland, but it

will never eclipse the

original.
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